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“Education breeds confidence. Confidence  breeds hope.          
Hope breeds peace.”

General Information
Wheeler Middle School, fully accredited by 
the Western Association of Schools and Col-
leges is located on Wheeler Army Airfield in 
Central Oahu.  It is one of seven interme-
diate/middle schools in the Central Oahu 
School District. 

Wheeler opened its doors in 1968 and cur-
rently services about 700 students.  Our feed-

er schools include Hale Kula, Solomon, and Wheeler Elementary.

School Year:  2017-18 
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General Information 
Principal:  Mrs. Brenda Vierra Chun
Vice-Principals:  Mr. Wayne Koki
                           Mr. Sam Bennett
                          

Interdisciplinary Team Organization
The purpose of this organizational structure is to have a team of teachers made up of each 
discipline, working consistently with the same group of students instead of the entire 
school population.  These teachers also plan their curriculum together so that instructional 
delivery is consistent, coherent and relevant.  Students are provided opportunities to see 
the connections between curriculum areas.  Teaming personalizes schooling to meet the 
special needs of this age group.

Middle School Concepts
Wheeler Middle School is designed to specifically meet the developmental needs of early 
adolescents.  Students between the ages of 11 and 14, have unique intellectual, social, 
physical, and emotional needs.  This is also a time when these students begin to “declare 
their independence” and question who they are.

Middle schools attempt to meet the developmental needs of this very special popula-
tion by providing nurturing environments, variety in grouping and instruction, interdis-
ciplinary teaming, parent/community involvement, and a curriculum which includes four 
components:  1) a core curriculum (LA, SS, Science, Math), 2) an advisory program, 3) 
exploratory programs, and 4) co-curricular programs.

Advisory Program
An advisory program is a planned program in which school staff members develop special 
relationships with their students as they help them to understand self and others.

Exploratory Program
At a time when students are questioning their own identities and their future, this program 
offers opportunities to explore many options through mini-courses on a wide variety of 
topics by introducing them to areas they may later want to explore more in depth.

Co-Curricular Programs
Early adolescents have a great need to identify with and be accepted by peers.  

Co-curricular programs provide opportunities to form positive peer relationships within 
the school environment and enable students to develop social and interpersonal skills.
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Health Requirements
The Hawaii School Attendance Law requires all 
students to meet the following health requirements 
before they attend any school in the state for the 
first time.

A tuberculosis clearance (written proof of a negative 
skin test--Mantoux/PPD or chest x-ray completed 
within one year of school entry), a physical exami-
nation (completed within one year of school entry), 
and an up-to-date immunization record which in-
cludes protection against diphtheria, tetanus, per-
tussis, polio, measles, rubella, mumps, hepatitis B, 
and chicken pox.

If some or all of the above are not available upon 
entry, an appointment slip issued from the physi-
cian’s office may be accepted as a temporary indica-
tion of the family’s good faith effort to comply with 
this requirement.

Bus Transportation
Bus transportation is available to and from school.  
Families may choose which bus payment program 
they would like to participate in as it varies from an 
annual payment to monthly payments.

Application forms for the bus service as well as bus 
schedules and routes are located in the school office. 

Breakfast is sold from 7:15 - 7:45 a.m. every morning.  Each time the student 
purchases a breakfast, $.40 (Reduced), $1.00 (Full),  is debited from the student’s 
account.

Hot lunch is served during the lunch period, $.40 (Reduced), $2.25 (Full) is debited 
for each lunch purchased.

A meal account deposit box is located next to the beverage machines.  Deposits will 
be accepted until 10:30 am for lunch each day.

* Prices set by DOE

Meals
Wheeler Middle uses an automated lunch card system.  Students use this system to purchase breakfast and/or 
lunch.

Textbook / Library Book Policy
Students are issued textbooks and are allowed to borrow library books as part of the curriculum.  If a student damages or loses textbooks 
or library books, he/she shall be responsible for the replacement cost (Hawaii Revised States 298-5) indicated on the bill that is issued 
by the teacher or library staff.
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Student Fees  $15.00
These monies are used to finance student government sponsored activities, class activi-
ties, and postage for quarterly parent newsletters, crucial midquarter progress reports, and 
final report cards in June.

PTSO  $5.00
This money goes to the Parent-Teacher-Student Organization.
* Fees are subject to change

School Fees *
Fees for non-instructional activities may be collected for the purpose provided by law 
(Policy 3240) but not in excess of the authorized maximum for each subject as set forth in 
the Department of Education regulation.  

Students should keep receipts of the dues and fees to show proof of payment for yearbook, 
P.E. uniforms and other student fees.  The State assesses a charge of $25.00 for returned 
checks.

* Fees are subject to change

Demographic Changes
It is crucial that changes in address, phone numbers, marital status, employment are re-
ported to the school office (Ph:  305-9000) so that we make the necessary changes on our 
school database.

Compulsory Attendance
With certain exceptions, all children between the ages of 6 and 18 years must attend either 
a public or private school.  A child attending public schools must attend the school serving 
the area of the child’s residence, unless granted a geographical exception.  Approval of these 
geographical exceptions is at the discretion of the accepting school.

To obtain a geographical exception, parents must submit a form to the 
school they wish to attend by the appropriate deadline.

Infinite Campus (Online Grading System):

Infinite Campus is an online system used at Wheeler to help with                         
communication between parents, students and teachers.  It provides parents 
and students access to grades, homework assignments, reports and announce-
ments.  

*  The amount of information uploaded is determined by the individual teacher.

Grade Reporting Procedures
The academic progress of each student is done through out the school year.  Progress re-
ports are given to students to take home during the middle of each quarter. 

Report cards are taken home by the student for the first three reporting periods.  The final 
report card is mailed home in June.

Parents should call their child’s counselor (305-9000) if they fail to receive a report card.  If 
they wish to schedule a conference to discuss their child’s progress, parents should call the 
school 305-9000) and leave a message for the child’s teachers. 
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Registration
Registration of all feeder fifth graders and Wheeler Middle’s current sixth & seventh 
graders will be held at each school.  All other students may pick up registration materials 
at Wheeler Middle School’s office Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
(Registration materials will NOT be mailed or faxed to individuals.)  Students enrolling 
from a school other than our feeder schools should bring a release/clearance packet from 
their former school.  Upon receipt of the registration card, the school will begin processing 
a schedule for each student.  If plans change and a ‘registered’ student will no longer attend 
Wheeler Middle School in the fall, we would appreciate a call informing us of this change 
as soon as possible.

Schedule Changes
Our master schedule is a reflection of required courses and student elective choices made 
during our initial registration period. Consequently, students may find it difficult to make 
elective class changes.  We hope students, along with their parents, make wise selections.  
We will accommodate program changes for the following reasons:

 1. computer or clerical errors
 2. summer school attendance
 3. unit deficiencies
 4. doctor’s waiver for P.E.
 5. dropping course(s) to enter/exit special programs
 6. teacher’s/counselor’s recommendation

Program of Instruction

The program of instruction at Wheeler Middle School is based on the Hawaii Content 
and Performance Standards followed by all public schools in the State of Hawaii.  This 
standards-based system provides all learners with access to high expectations and challeng-
ing curricula.  Students have equal access to courses, programs and services of this school.

This standards-based system consists of required courses (comprising the basic program) 
and elective courses.  The basic program includes Language Arts, Social Studies, Math-
ematics, Science, Physical Education, Health, Guidance, Practical Arts and Fine Arts.  
Elective courses complement the basic program and give each student the opportunity to 
select a course of interest.

Promotion / Retention Policy
Students must receive a passing grade and receive an academic unit / credit (1.00) for each 
of the following courses in order to be promoted to the next grade level.

Courses include:

  Language Arts

  Mathematics

  Social Studies

  Science 

  Non-Core Course (Elective / Exploratory Wheel)
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LCY0100 English Language Arts  Grade 6 (Year)
This is a standards-based course required of all students in Grade 6.  It includes all areas of Language Arts - reading, writing, and 
oral communication.  A variety of texts, both fiction and non-fiction will be addressed with concentration on non-fiction texts 
including classic and contemporary.  Students will develop their ability to use language for communication, both oral and written, 
for reflection, and for personal and socail fulfillment for a varitey of purposes and audiences.

LWH0430 Writing Workshop Grade 6 (Semester 1& 2)
This course supports students’ development as writers.  The focus will be on the 6 Traits of Writing which includes ideas, orga-
nization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions and skills.  Students will be given opportunities to revise and edit 
their writing for publication.  Students will write for a variety of purposes and audiences as well as to learn research information.  

CHW0600 Social Studies 6 (Year)
This year long researched-based course focuses on the historical, cultural, and political perspectives of various ancient world 
civilizations.  Students will become familiar with and use primary and secondary sources to examine diversity, commonalities, 
dynamics, and interaction of cultures, past and present.  Students will also use a variety of resources to produce projects which 
shows their understanding of the link between of the past and modern civilizations.

MMX0650 Mathematics 6 (Year)
This course is required for all students in Grade 6.  The emphasis is on developing proficiency with concepts and skills in Number 
System, Expressions and Equations, Ratio and Proportional Relationships, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability through our 
enVision Math program which aligns to the Commom Core Standards.

MMP0600 Math 6 Practicum (Semester 1 & 2)

This course is enables students to become critical thinkers and problem solvers by providing opportunities to strengthen skils 
through standards-based math lessions and units to include performance assessments. This is a supplemental course to the regular 
mathematics course.

SIM0503  Science 6 (Year)

The curriculum for Grade 6 is Physical Science.  Students will understand that science, technology, and society are inter-related.  
This course introduces S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) with an emphasis in the Engineering 
Design Process.

Exploratory Wheel 6*
Students will choose to explore 4 out of the 6 different areas of the following courses: Family & Consumer        
Science, Physical Education, Technology, Mad Science, Study Skills, Newswriting and Leadership.  Students will 
rotate quarterly.  Listed are brief descriptions of each course.

TMG0300 Family & Consumer Science:  Students will focus on developing a positive                                            
self-concept by using effective communication skills in peer and family relationships. Instructional 
activities may include: career readiness, basic sewing, effective decision making and management 
skills, applying food preparation and meal management principles in preparing and serving meals.                
Requirements:  100% on Kitchen Safety Test & fully covered shoes.  *  A supply list will be given on 
the first day of class.

PEP0010  Physical Education:  This course will focus on physical fitness, conditioning and test-
ing, promoting a healthy lifestyle, and sports and games with an emphasis on teamwork through participation in 
a variety of physical activity experiences.

XWG0003M Mad Science:  This is a hands on lab skills class focusing on inquiry, covering top-
ics such as:  marine science, pollution, and solar energy.

XWG0003A Study Skills:  This class will address some of the WICR (Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration & Read-
ing) strategies.  Strategies include Cornell Note taking, organization, higher level questioning and participating in collaborative 
activities.

XWG0003N Newswriting:  This course is designed primarily to develop students’ interest in newswriting.  Stu-
dents will explore the fundamental principles of newswriting.  Students read and write journalistic forms found in newspapers 
and other periodical literature.  Accuracy and reponsibility in news reporting is emphasized. Students will use technology tools 
in preparing publications. 

XWG0003L Leadership:  This course is designed to help students develop leadership skills by fo-
cusing on goal-setting, teamwork and communication, decision making and problem solving, self-awareness,                                                                                                      
and the qualities of an effective leader.

*Exploratory Wheel courses subject to change pending teacher allocation

Course Description :  Grade 6 Required Courses
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LCY0200 English Language Arts Grade 7 (Year)

This course emphasizes and integrates all areas of the language arts.  In this course, reading, writing, and oral communication 
processes are experienced as interrelated and interactive processes. with a focus on non-fiction reading.  Students develop their 
ability to use language for communication, for learning and reflection, and for personal and social fulfillment.  They improve their 
ability to use written and spoken language for a variety of purposes and audiences.  They come to understand the many facets of 
human experience through literature.

LWH0530 Writing Workshop Grade 7 (Semester 1 & 2)

This course supports students’ development as writers in 4 types of writing, description, narration, exposition, and persuasion.  
Students will learn how to generate ideas, connect thinking and writing to their personal experiences, and problem solve and 
make decisions with regard to their writing.  Time will be given to discover ideas, research information, put ideas on paper, to 
discuss ideas and problems and explore strategies to solve those problems and revise and edit writing for publication. 

CER0700 Social Studies 7A (Semester)

This first semester course engages students in deep historical thinking about the evolution (change, continuity, 
and causality) of the historic, economic, political, and social/cultural institutions of Hawaii.  This course focuses 
on the monarchy era and critically examines the people and events of that era through multiple perspectives and 
historical empathy.

CHR0700 Social Studies 7B (Semester)

This second semester course engages students in historical thinking about contemporary issues (sociopolitical, geographic, cul-
tural, historical, and economic) faced by Hawaii and the nations and territories of the Pacific.  This course examines the diversity 
and commonalties of the Pacific Area, the impact of contact with other nations and the issues, challenges, and decisions for the 
present and future.

MMX0750 Mathematics 7

This course is required for all students in Grade 7.  Emphasis on developing proficiency with concepts and skills in Number 
System, Expressions and Equations, Ratio and Proportions, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.

MMP0700 Math 7 Math Practicum (Semester 1&2)

This course is designed for students to aquire in-depth knowledge of mathematical concepts in each of the mathematical strands: 
Number System, Expressions & Equations, Ratio & Proportions, Geometry, and Statistics & Probablilty. This course is supple-
mental to the required mathematics course.

SIM0553  Science 7

This is a yearlong inquiry and laboratory-based course that uses scientific inquiry and the relationships between science-tech-
nology-society to understand cycles of matter and energy within and among organisms and their environments, structure and 
function in organisms and the degree of relatedness between selected organisms, diversity, genetics, and evolution. Students are 
to meet all benchmarks in Grade 7 Science Content Standards.

Exploratory Wheel 7*
Students will choose to explore 4 of the 5  different areas from the following: Family & Consumer Science, Physical Education, 
Mad Science, Leadership, and Health (Required).  Students will rotate quarterly.  Listed are brief descriptions of the topics that 
will be covered.

TMG0300 Family & Consumer Science: Students will focus on developing a positive                                            
self-concept by using effective communication skills in peer and family relationships. Instructional 
activities may include: career readiness, basic sewing, effective decision making and management 
skills, applying food preparation and meal management principles in preparing and serving meals.                
Requirements:  100% on Kitchen Safety Test & fully covered shoes.  *  A supply list will be given on 
the first day of class.

PEP0025  Physical Education:  This course will focus on physical fitness, conditioning and testing, promoting 
a healthy lifestyle, and sports and games with an emphasis on teamwork through participation in a variety of physical activity 
experiences.

HLA0610  Teen Health (Required Exploratory Wheel for all 7th Graders)  Students in this course are 
provided with the knowledge and skills needed to overcome two serious threats to good health:  a lack of physical activity and a 
void of healthy literacy.

XWG0012M Mad Science:  This course is inquiry and laboratory based and supports the 7th grade science cur-
riculum.  The modules include:  Human Brain and Senses; Populations and Ecosystems; Diversity of Life; Genetics; Structure 
and Function in Organisms.

XWG0012L Leadership:  This course is designed to help students develop leadership skills by focusing on 
goal-setting, teamwork and communication, decision making and problem solving, self-awareness, and the qualities of effective 
leaders.

*Exploratory Wheel courses subject to change pending teacher allocation

Course Description :  Grade 7 Required Courses
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LCY0300 English Language Arts Grade 8 (Year)
This course emphasizes and integrates all areas of the language arts.  In this course, reading, writing, and oral 
communication processes are experienced as interrelated and interactive processes. with a focus on non-fiction 
reading.  Students develop their ability to use language for communication, for learning and reflection, and for 
personal and social fulfillment.  They improve their ability to use written and spoken language for a variety of 
purposes and audiences.  They come to understand the many facets of human experience through literature.

LWH0630 Writing Workshop Grade 8 (Semester 1 and 2)
This course supports students’ development as writers in 4 types of writing, description, narration, exposition, and 
persuasion.  Students will learn how to generate ideas, connect thinking and writing to their personal experiences, 
and problem solve and make decisions with regard to their writing.  Time will be given to discover ideas, research 
information, put ideas on paper, to discuss ideas and problems and explore strategies to solve those problems and 
revise and edit writing for publication. 

CHU0800 Social Studies Grade 8 (Year)
This course engages students in in-depth historical inquiry focusing on the people, ideas, and events that have 
shaped and continue to shape our nation.  It allows students to examine our history through multiple perspec-
tives and to develop empathy, interpretations, and self-knowledge for a deep understanding of American society.  
This course examines in depth the philosophical and historical foundations of America through themes such 
as immigration, settlement, and conflict, and democratic principles such as justice, equality, and independence.

MMX0850 Mathematics 8 (Year)
This course is required for all students in Grade 8.  Emphasis on developing proficiency with concepts and skills 
in Number System, Expressions and Equations, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.

MAX0800 **  Algebra I
Content includes nonlinear functions, exponents, products and factors of polynomials, quadradic equations, the 
real number system, and radical expressions.  Students are recommended for this class based on set criteria.

MMP0800 **  Math Practicum 8 (Semester 1 & 2)
This course is designed for students to aquire in-depth knowledge of mathematical concepts in each of the 
matematical strands: Number Systems, Expressions and Equations, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability.  This course is supplemental to the required mathematics course.

SIM0603  Science 8  (Year)
This is a year long inquiry and laboratory-based course that uses scientific inquiry and the relationships between 
science-technology-society to understand continental drift and plate tectonics, rocks and the rock cycle, seismic 
waves, mechanical waves, physical characteristics of the ocean, ocean currents, weather patterns, the effects of the 
physical environment on organisms, movements of Earth and moon, movements of the planets, forces and mo-
tion of the universe, the electromagnetic spectrum, composition of the galaxy, and the major components of the 
universe. Students are to meet all benchmarks in Grade 8 Science Content Standards.

Exploratory Wheel 8*
Students will receive one of the following courses per quarter throughout the school year:   Family & Consumer 
Science,  Physical Education, Art, Mad Science.  Listed are brief descriptions of the topics that will be covered.

TMG0300 Family & Consumer Science:  Students will focus on developing a positive                                            
self-concept by using effective communication skills in peer and family relationships. Instructional 
activities may include: career readiness, basic sewing, effective decision making and management 
skills, applying food preparation and meal management principles in preparing and serving meals.                
Requirements:  100% on Kitchen Safety Test & fully covered shoes.  *  A supply list will be given on 
the first day of class.

PEP0025 Physical Education:  This course will focus on physical fitness, conditioning and testing, promot-
ing a healthy lifestyle, and sports and games with an emphasis on teamwork through participation in a variety of 
physical activity experiences.

FVB0013 Art:  Students will be exposed to the basics of keyboarding, word processing, presentation 
tools, internet usage and safety, and support classroom technology initiatives.

Requirements:  Parent approval of Student Publication/Video Release Form and Internet Acceptable Use Policy 
and permission to use a school gmail account.

XWG0022M Mad Science:  This is an inquiry and laboratory based course that supports the 8th grade 
science curriculum.  The modules include:  Earth History; Planetary Science; Weather and Water.

*  Exploratory Wheel courses subject to change pending teacher allocation

**   Students are placed into these classes based on a set critera.

Course Description :  Grade 8 Required Courses
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Music
FMB0400 Beginning Band (Year)  Grade 6, 7, 8

A course using band instruments to develop a deeper sense of thinking, feeling and doing music.  Af-
ter exploration of singing and mouthpieces an instrument will be assigned for further study.  Topics 
included are music reading, developing instrumental technique, instrument maintenance, listening 
and reflecting on various selections, relating musical moods to real life.  Regular practice outside of 
class is useful to ensure success.  This class will perform in evening concert on campus.

FMB0700 Intermediate Band  (Year)  Grade 7, 8

This course is designed for students who successfully completed a year of introduction or beginning 
band.  Further study of reading music, and higher levels of musical understanding are sought while 
reinforcing the basics necessary for success.  Regular practice is necessary to ensure student success.  
This class will perform in evening performances both on and off campus.  

Art / Fine Arts

TMG1011  AVID (Year)  Grade 6, 7, 8

This is a college preparatory course designed to provide students with skills necessary to be success-
ful in higher level courses with emphasis on Inquiry, writing, organizational strategies, note taking 
and research.

* Additional application procedure is required including an interview.  Applicants will be notified if they are            
admitted into the program.  Applications will be available in the office.

FVB0015  Exploratory Art (Semester)  Grade 6

This is a one-semester visual arts course providing students with opportunities to create artwork 
through a wide range of media and techniques.  Activities include experiences in art production and 
art appreciation

XMD0012G  Graphic Arts (Semester)  Grade 7

Students will use the elements of graphic design to create products in printed media.  Students will 
learn basic elements of photography and use a variety of software to manipulate photographs and 
to generate original artwork to create a variety of products including posters, cards, digital signage, 
logos and layouts.  Topics will be at the discretion of the instructor.

Requirements:  Parent approval of  Student Publication / Audio Release Form and Technology Responsible Use Form and 
permission to create a gmail account.

XWG0002, 11, 21 Industrial Art (Semester)  Grade 6, 7, 8

This course is a one-semester introductory course providing students with opportunities to explore 
a variety of technology.  Students will explore the connections between STEM and how it relates 
to industrial arts.  Learning experiences involve hands-on activities for creativity, design, problem 
solving, collaboration and cooperation in the classroom and shop.  Requirements:  100% on Safety 
Tests and fully covered shoes.

FVB0045  Introduction to Crafts (Semester)  Grade 7

This introductory course provides students with an opportunity to explore a range of media and 
techniques in crafts.  Craft processes include hands on projects with clay, fabric, paint, and various 
natural and synthetic materials.

XMD0012A  Introduction to Animation (Semester)  Grade 8

Students enrolled in this course will explore various techniques for creating and animating 2-dimen-
sional shapes.  Students will study different techniques of animation and practice skills to produce 
animated characters and backgrounds for story scenes.  Students will also learn to edit this foot-
age and add voice overs to create an animated video story.  Topics will be at the discretion of the             
instructor.

Requirements:  Parent approval of  Student Publication / Audio Release Form and Technology Responsible Use Form and 
permission to create a gmail account.

Course Description : Elective Courses (Courses subject to change pending teacher allocation)
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LJY0410  Newswriting (Year)  Grade 7

Students will work collabortively as a member of the school newspaper staff and to experience 
the process of getting the story from an event, into print, and into the hands of the reader.  Stu-
dents learn all aspects of publication that include gathering facts, interviewing, composing stories, 
layout and design, photography, and use of technology tools to enhance the production of the 
newspaper.

Requirements:  Parent approval of  Technology Responsible Use Form / Student Publication / Audio Release Form

XWG0002B  Robotics (Semester)  Grade 6

The class is based on TEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) principles and 
involves long-term in class projects focusing on the engineering design process.  Basic robotics 
knowledge and skills will be introduced.

XWG0021B  Robotics (Semester)  Grade 8

This class explores the Engineering Design Process through cooperative learning while doing 
long-term in class projects and resource management.

XMD0012VP  Video Production (Semester)  Grade 7, 8

Students enrolled in this course will participate in the pitching, planning, researching, and writing 
of scriptsto be produced into various videos.  Students will learn filming and editing techniques 
for video and sound elements, using cameras, computers, and other muti-media tools.  Students 
are expected to work collaboratively and independantly under the guidance of the instructor.

Requirements:  Parent approval of Technology Responsible Use Form / Student Publication / Audio Release Form.

TMG0201  WMS Kid Co (Semester)  Grade 6

This course is designed to allow students to experiment with a variety of media in communicating 
messages for various purposes.  The course also gives them opportunities to examine the nature 
and impact of various media on their lives.  Using technology, students are exposed to the basics of 
keyboarding, word processing, internet use and safety.  Students will also explore uisng technology 
as a problem solving tool.

Requirements:  Parent approval of Technology Responsible Use Form / Student Publication / Audio Release Form.

XYY0620  Yearbook (Year)  Grade 8

Students are introduced to planning and producing the school’s yearbook and using technology 
tools to help with this production.  Writing of copies, captions and headlines, designing and 
completing layouts, working with photography and meeting deadlines are all part of this class.

Requirements:  Parent approval of Technology Responsible Use Form / Student Publication / Audio Release Form.

Course Description : Elective Courses        (Courses subject to change pending teacher allocation)
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