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November 22- Sports day

November 26- Dunk tank event 
(last day for canned food items, 3 
cans=1 ticket!)* 

December 6- Stuffed Animal Day 

December 20- Red and Green 
Day

*Ask your teacher to join the dunk 
tank!

Upcoming Events 

 The winners for Wheeler Middle School 
spelling bee on November 13 were Alan 
Deogracias and Creighton Ziegenfuss. 
They will represent Wheeler at the district 
competition later this school year. 
“I’m very excited and surprised. I feel on 
top of the world,” said Creighton. 
“It’s nerve-racking, and I’m a bit scared to 
represent Wheeler,” said Alan. 
 For the district spelling bee, Creighton 
will be using flashcards while Alan will be 
studying a dictonary. The reason that first 
place and third place winners are going 
is because second place winner Rafael 
Feliciano-Santiago is moving soon and 
won’t make district.

 About a month ago, Ms. 
Nugent, a seventh grade teacher, 
began a cheerleading squad at 
Wheeler Middle School.
 This is the first time in two 
years that there has been a 
cheerleading squad at Wheeler 
Middle School.  “My squad 
is awesome, they are always 
enthusiastic and ready to learn. 
They are always cheery and, they 
show true leadership,” said Ms. 
Nugent. 
 Ms. Nugent, an experienced 
cheerleading coach, is at the 
head of the squad. “I coached 
cheerleading with middle and high 
school students at Jarret,” said Ms. 
Nugent.

 The first performance is 
scheduled to be next month. “The 
first performance will be at the first 
basketball game on December 7,” 
said Ms. Nugent.
 The cheerleaders have been 
practicing for a month so far 
and are prepared for the first 
performance. “The practices have 
been very productive,” said seventh 
grader Tamia Coley. “I’m really 
excited that the performance is 
coming up in a few weeks.”
 The cheerleading squad 
practices twice a week. “At the end 
of each practice, they go over the 
cheers and, I get to see them bond. 
It reminds me why I am doing this,” 
said Ms. Nugent.

Cheer Squad gears up 
for a bright year

by Riley Droppleman and Dominic Rowland

Top spellers pre-
pare for district

Creighton Ziegenfuss Alan Deogracias

by Gabriel Felciano-Santiago and Katelynn Carlson

Cheerleaders practice their routine after school during practice on the field.



STEP 1:  Take the ball hold it in your hand 
and swing it in a circle.

STEP 2:  When you feel it’s the right time, 
catch the ball with your finger.

STEP 3:When you get it on your finger, walk 
down the string until you get it to the ken.

STEP 4:  When you have done the trick 
right you should have caught the ken 
and landed the ball on the big cup.

 Kendama has become the new craze at Wheeler Middle, 
taking the place of old fashioned Yo-Yos. “Kendama is re-
ally amusing.You never stop learning, so it never gets bor-
ing to play,” said seventh grader Cody Okiyama. 
  People love Kendama so much that they own more than 
one. “I have about eight Kendamas. They are all different 
in color. It’s like having different flavors of candy,” stated 
Cody. 
 This toy became popular at Wheeler about a month ago, 
but others had Kendama before. “A year ago I started get-

ting good at it. I always had a Kendama just sitting on my 
bed,” said Cody. 
 As a 7th grader, Cody has done a lot of tricks, but he 
has his favorites. “My favorite tricks are: Tornado, Light-
House, Earth Turn, and Bird,” said Cody.
 Many people at Wheeler are so committed to Kend-
ama that they have gone to tournaments. “I have been to a 
tournament. I’m actually going to another one this year,” he 
said. 
Cole Baker provided consultation for this story. 

Crazy for Kendama

Ms. Pierre helps students discover Mesopotamia
 As Michelle Pierre filled 
up the gas in the fighter jet 
she was just thinking how 
great it would be to be back 
home. She also just wanted 
to hold her son again.
 Michelle Pierre, an Iraq 
war veteran, mother to a 
Wheeler student, Derek 
Rodriguez, came to Wheeler 
to teach some sixth graders 
more about ancient Meso-
potamia and share her story. 
While witnessing the actions 
happening in Iraq Ms. Pierre 
said to herself, “We make a 
huge difference there.”
 While discussing these 

sites and stories with the 
three different sixth grade 
classes, the students were 
ecstatic to see these pic-
tures. Many of the students 
asked about the children and 
environment of Iraq. Michelle 
Pierre said, “ The children 
were very curious and atten-
tive listeners while I showed 
them these photos.”
 In the end when we 
asked Ms. Pierre if she would 
ever go back to Iraq she said, 
“If I were told to go back I 
would, but I would prefer not 
to because of my son.”

by Jackson Huston and Angelica Menjivar

Become a Pro Aspiring Kendama Master Cole Baker demonstrates the finger roll trick 

Kendama game takes Wheeler by storm by Mia Rodriguez

An Iraqi boy 
smiles for the 
camera.

Complete palace in Babylon.

Ms.Pierre stands 
by ancient ruins 
of a ziggurat in 
Babylon.



6th/7th Grade Boys 

6th/7th Grade Girls

8th Grade Boys

8th Grade Girls

Saturday, December 7 vs. Waialua at Moanalua H.S.
12:30PM - 8th grade girls
1:00PM - 8th grade boys

Saturday, December 14 vs, Wahiawa at Radford H.S.
10:15AM - 6th/7th grade girls
10:45AM - 6th/7th grade boys

11:15AM - 8th grade girls
11:45AM - 8th grade boys

Saturday, January 11 vs. Aliamanu at Leilehua H.S.
8:00AM - 7th grade girls
8:30AM - 7th grade boys
9:00AM - 8th grade girls
9:30AM - 8th grade boys

Saturday, January 18 vs. Mililani at Mililani H.S.
8:00AM - 7th grade girls

8:30AM - 7TH grade boys
9:00AM- 8th grade girls

9:30AM - 8th grade boys
Saturday, January 25 vs. Moanalua at Leilehua H.S.

11:30AM - 7th grade girls
12:00PM - 8th grade boys
12:30PM - 8th grade girls
1:00PM - 8th grade boys

Saturday, February 1 vs. Aiea at Waialua H.S. 
9:15AM - 7th grade girls
9:45AM - 7th grde boys

10:15am - 8th Grade girls
10:45AM - 8th grade Boys

Outlook

Outlook

Outlook

Outlook

Roster

Roster

Roster

Roster

“I’m optimistic because we have a lot of hard-working players that I feel 
will act better as the season progresses. Our players have a lot of poten-
tial,” said Mr. Abe.

Spartan Basketball Preview

“The girls are playing hard and working together. They want to get better. 
We have a chance to do well,” said Mr. Minehira. 

“If we play defense, we will win games. If we work hard, we’ll be successful 
both in class and on the court,” said Mr. Ade Salu. 

“We have a group of kids willing to learn and who’s willing to work hard and get 
better,” said Mr. Pollard

Jaylen Pugh, Nathan Jimenez, Mar Quan Frederick, Cody Okiyama, Xavier Demery, 
Kysen Rose, Donoval Avila, Zeb Gage, Damien Kinsey, Collin Hayes, Andrew Reed, 
Eric Santiago, Coach Pollard, Coach Talevich

Kyleiah Burgess, Angela Burns, Jeneva Couch, Bre’Ana Jackson, Casey 
Lance, Jiah Lewis, Srey Nich Kong, Kenya Reece, Aixa Revilla, Dyamond 
Smith, Kyra Stewart, Kennedy Wright, Kayla Banaag, Coach Smith, 
Coach Smith, Coach Abe

Angelea Lance, Victoria Jimenez, Charu Parker, Miyana Shiggs, Amani 
Beamon, Teaira Cotton, Marisol Hernandez, Gabriella Johnson, Aeris 
Willie, Jazzmin Graham, Alexis McKinney, Nneka McMillian, Coach Wata-
nabe, Coach Minehira 

D.J. Smith, Felix McCorkle, Adeola Grayson, Jeromy Holiday, Bayley 
Scott, Davion Kinsey, Jeremiah Lipscomb, Gabriel Elliot, Jorge Juarez, 
Bishop Burch, Isaac Reibsome, Quincy Minniefield, Coach Bright, 
Coach Ade-Salu

2013-2014
Schedule



 Overall, I think that Ender`s Game was a very marvelous book 
and movie. The movie is about a boy named Andrew Wiggin and has 
the nickname, Ender. He is just a regular boy that gets bullied way too 
much. Sometimes, Ender needs to fight back when he gets bullied, so 
disastorous things tend to happen, to Ender`s opponent. In the back 
of Ender`s neck, he has this thing called a monitor. It tracks Ender`s 
every move, every feeling, every emotion. After the monitor gets re-
moved, Ender has a test to see what happens when this monitor gets 
removed. He gets bullied and decides to end this bullying once and for 
all…
 When Ender “passes” the test with the monitor, he goes to this 
place in space called the Battle School. The Battle School is a place 
for kids Ender`s age to train, to fight, and end a battle between the 
humans and an alien species called the Buggers. Ender trains more 
and more until he finally masters pretty much everything the Battle 
School throws at him! He makes a couple of new friends and cherishes 
them every second he has them with him. Ender moves “armies” mul-
tiple times. He also receives his own army soon enough too!
 When Ender actually does do everything the Battle School 
has (beat everyone in training, beat every game, etc.), he moves to 
another, more advanced school. This school is called the Command 
School. He trains to become the Commander of the 3rd and for the 
final invasion against the Buggers.
 I loved the Ender`s Game movie and book so much for so many 
reasons. The characters were so interesting, and the actors did a 
great job in feeling everything that the real characters in the book 
felt. I think the actor that played as Ender`s sister  (Valentine is his 
sister`s name) deserved a larger  role than she had. She was only in 
the movie two times sadly. Other than the actors\characters in the 
book and movie, I think the whole story to this book and movie was 
amazing. It kept my attention every second! Most people say the 
book was better because it explained more then the movie. I truly can’t 
choose which was better, they were both awesome!

New Movie, Ender`s Game, Was Spectacular! 
by Sasha Hopkins 

Make your way through the Black 
Friday insanity to buy your gifts! 

Breakfast of Champions celebrates success

 
 On November 6th, the first breakfast of 
champions of the 2013-2014 school year took place. 
They served tater tots, Portuguese sausages, rice, 
cinnamon buns, and eggs. They also gave out awards 
for student achievements. Each grade went up start-
ing with the sixth graders. All students there got an 
award for their achievements. 
 Breakfast of champions is a quarterly event 
where they acknowledge good behavior and good 
grades. In order to attend breakfast of champions 
you need to have A’s and B’s and no TCNs. Congrat-
ulations to all the students who made it into Break-
fast of Champions. 

1)________The first Thanksgiving was only eaten with 
spoons and knives. 
2)________Thanksgiving is only celebrated in the U.S. 
3)________Thanksgiving brought about the idea of 
T.V. dinners. 
4)________To check if a cranberry is ripe, you bounce 
it. 
5)_________Thanksgiving has always been on the 
fourth Thursday of November. 
6)_________Americans eat the weight of Singapore in 
turkey every Thanksgiving. 

True or False? 

Answer Key: 1) True 2) False 3) True 4) True 5) False 6) True

by Victoria Campos

by Alyssa Kilpatrick

by Meghan Kilpatrick

Students stand on stage to receive their awards.


