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Construction, 
new policy 
cause late buses

Play60!

Last Thursday, 15 
NFL pro stars, two 
mascots, and seven 
cheerleaders came to 
Wheeler Middle School 
for the Play 60 program. 
Play 60 is a health 
program all about 
getting kids active for 
60 minutes a day. “Play 
60 is about getting kids 
to eat healthy and 
exercise by playing 
sports, hiking, biking, or 
even swimming just for 
60 minutes per day,” 
said New Orleans Saints 
quarterback Drew Brees.

“I think Play 60 is 
about getting kids active 
for just 60 easy minutes 
a day,” said Denver 
Broncos cheerleader 
Tara Battiato. 

At the Play 60 event, 
there were multiple 
stations with different 
drills including skills in 
speed, agility, strength, 
and other football 
activities. 

The 15 players 
included Larry 
Fitzgerald from the 
Arizona Cardinals, Eli 
Manning from the New 

York Giants, Russell 
Wilson from the Seattle 
Seahawks, and many 
more. 

The players said 
many things supporting 
how important Play 60 
is. “The fact that kids 
are getting active and 
around. That’s what is 
important about Play 
60,” said Fitzgerald.

“It’s all about 
getting kids active in a 
fun, entertaining, and 
healthy way,” said 

quarterback Eli 
Manning.

“I just love spending 
time with kids,” said 
quarterback Russell 
Wilson.

Football wasn’t the 
only thing that was at 
Play 60. Seven Pro Bowl 
cheerleaders also came 
to teach cheer routines. 
“The cheer was super 
fun. They were 
encouraging, fun, and 
nice,” said eighth grader 
Tiani Quattlebaum.

Recently, many second round 
buses have been late to school in the 
morning. The tardiness is caused by 
our school’s new policy and the 
increased amount of traffic due to the 
construction on Schofield. 

According to Ms. Nicholson, “The 
policy makes it so first round cannot 
be let of the bus until seven.” By the 
time the first round of students have 
been let off the bus and our bus 
drivers return for second round, the 
traffic around post has greatly 
increased causing a delay. The 
construction also has caused road 
closure making the buses take 
different, longer routes. This also 
influences the late issue.

Many students feel that the bus 
being late isn’t a big problem as long 
as they don’t miss large amounts of 
work. “It’s okay, it would be nice if it 
could be earlier,” says Jeffrey Ransom, 
a seventh grade student who rides the 
late bus.

Although the situation is out of 
our control, Ms. Nicholson says, 
“Students can avoid being late by 
having their IDs ready when the bus 
arrives.” 

by Bayley Scott and A"ison Fox

Larry Fitzgerald and Wheeler students celebrate a 
touchdown at the NFL Play 60 event January 24th.

Cheerleaders, NFL All-Stars 
take Wheeler by storm



 

Mrs. Okemura’s class wins Class of the Month
by Mercedes Huffman and  

Jaclin Kephas 

Last Tuesday, I littered 
at school at the courts by 
throwing a piece of tape 
on the ground and walked 
away. Now I know to never 
do it again.

It was wrong because 
I`m in the group that 
makes these newspapers. 
A couple months ago we 
wrote a story on littering, 

and then I littered. That 
makes us all look like 
hypocrites when we write 
a story about littering and 
then do it ourselves.

People should not 
litter because it damages 
our environment. People 
should also stop littering 
because if a piece of litter 
ends up in the ocean, it 

can harm animals that live 
there. Litter doesn’t just 
disappear. It sticks around 
forever and harms nature. 
Would you litter in your 
own house? Well the 
school is like your house, 
so you should give it some 
respect.

I’ve learned my lesson  
and I hope others do too. 

Newswriting student comes clean about littering 
by Javontae Lee

When passing the classroom at E-14 you can hear learning 
and questions spreading inside their room. Some students think 
Mrs. Okemura has a fast pace but some think it’s just fine. 
“She’s just fine because when you’re behind she gives you time 
to catch up like an extra day, “said Alan Ficher.  You will also 
hear fun going on in the classroom 

The teacher has a fake money system going on. The 
students earn money by doing class jobs, assignments, showing 
good behavior, and turning in school forms. Every Christmas 
the Na’ia team has a sale using their fake money to buy things 
for their family or friends.  Then once a week students have to 
pay a rental fee for their chairs and desks. Mrs. Okemura also 
makes you pay for fines like running in the classroom, talking 
to much, littering or borrowing stuff from her. “In Math class 
we are learning fractions, in science class we are learning the 
periodic table, researching, and Ancient Greece,” said Mrs. 
Okemura. Most of the students are comfortable in Mrs. 
Okemura’s class. “I am comfortable in my class but sometimes I 
goof around so she will just tell me to stay on task,” said Kyle 
Fortner. 

These are the reasons why Spartan Chronicle chose Mrs. 
Okemura’s class for class of the month.

The students in Mrs. Okemura’s class take notes for an upcoming 
science test last week. The class also has a fake money system where 
students can earn and lose money for their behavior. 

Myers and Sanders win ASACS Three Point Shootout  

 Sixth grader 
Destiny Myers won 
the girls’ three 
point shootout on 
January 17. She was 
up against 14 other 
students. She made 
a total of four shots 
out of 12. For  her 

win she was 
rewarded with a 
$25 gift card to the 
sports equipment 
store Champs.
 Two days ago 
the winner for the 
boys was seventh 
grader Keilan 

Sanders. He made a 
total of 5 of 12 
shots, more than 
the other 44 boys 
in the contest.
 This is an event 
that Mr. Justin from 
the Peer Awareness 
Group sponsored. 

Destiny Myers Keilan Sanders

by Skye Dennison



 

Students share their cheerful Play 60 experiences 
 Analeece Long describes her experience with 
the NFL footba" players

 Brianna Brownlow remembers her 60 
minutes with Pro Bowl cheerleaders

! On January 24, 2013 some 
NFL players visited us. Wow! It 
was so awesome that the NFL 
players were right there with 
us. We got to do activities with 
them. The first activity I did 
was where you grab the ball 
and run through these 
rectangles. Then you go in 
between the cones, and jump 
over four little ladders. My 
favorite activity was where we 
had to get the flag from around 
the people’s waist to see who 
won. The red team won, but the 
cheerleaders were really peppy. 
They did a great cheer for us.

 Oh My Gosh! It was amazing! 
We had to learn how to do a big 
cheer that the cheerleaders 
taught us at the Play 60. We 
were so excited to hang with 
the cheerleaders. The 
cheerleaders broke us up into 
two groups. I was in the first 
group with my friends. We had 
an amazing time, we did pops, 
locks, and drops. We moved 
our feet to the beat. It was 
really hard to keep up with the 

cheerleaders. My favorite move 
was when I had to spin around 
twice. We were cheerleading for 

                              the football players.  

Students cheer alongside NFL cheerleaders on 
January 24th during the Play 60 event.  

New Orleans Saints quarterback 
Drew Brees passes the ball to seventh 
grader Timothy Hall.

Seattle Seahawks kick returner Leon 
Washington attempts to strip the 
ball from seventh grader Jeremiah 
Lipscomb.

Minnesota Vikings running back and 
MVP candidate Adrian Peterson signs 
autographs for enthusiastic Play 60 
participants. 

Leon Washington, Seattle Seahawks
Russell Okung, Seattle Seahawks
Josh Sitton, Green Bay Packers
Eli Manning, New York Giants
Larry Fitzgerald, Arizona Cardinals
Jermon Bushrod, New Orleans Saints
Russell Wilson, Seattle Seahawks
Drew Brees, New Orleans Saints

Trent Williams, Washington Redskins
Adrian Peterson, Minnesota Vikings
Jerome Felton, Minnesota Vikings
Blair Walsh, Minnesota Vikings
Don Muhlbach, Detroit Lions 
Thomas Morstead, New Orleans Saints
Vincent Jackson, Tampa Bay Bucs  

Play 60 Stars at Wheeler

Wilson



 

VALENTINE”S DAY WORD SEARCH

N G I S S U E F I V E S

H V K E B S E R O D A E

H E A R T S I H X Z A C

U J I L Y S I K N R T R

X O X O E I C C A R D E

Z X J V K N I U L T F T

P O K E P Y T P U R O A

D P C H R O N I C L E D

A T R A P S A D N J D M

F R M N L P M P O E M I

G I J B G F O G F J G R

S L V C L C R G M D Y E

X F L O W E R S B T X R

WORDS CAN BE UP, DOWN, D IAGONAL, AND 
BACKWARDS!

Issue Five! ! Hearts! ! ! Flirt
Valentine! ! card! ! ! Flowers
cupid! ! ! love! ! ! Romantic
xoxo ! ! ! ILY
Sparta! ! ! Chronicle

Don’t	 let	 this	 maze	 
drive	 you	 crazy!	 

Brain Teaser
What is the word that starts with an E and 

ends with an E but is only one letter? 

Look for the answer in next month’s issue! 


