
Our Favorite Time of the Year is Here   
By Madison S.

 Christmas trees, cookies, colorful lights, 
stockings, and tons of presents are joyfully dancing in 
our heads because Christmas is here! Christmas is an 
exciting time of year, but the true meaning is what many 
people don’t know. Christmas is about caring for your 
family and friends and showing what really matters. On 
Christmas day, many people go to church services, while 
others stay with their families at home.  As you’re getting 
ready for this exciting holiday, remember; it’s not about 
the number of presents you get, or even where you are, 
because what really matters, is who you’re with!

To get in the mood for Christmas, here is a Christmas 
cookie recipe that you can try:

Chocolate Mint Cookies

This fun Christmas cookie recipe is very simple to make. It’s 
basically a traditional chocolate chip cookie recipe, but with a 
lovely peppermint flavor from crushed candy. Chocolate Mint 
Christmas cookies are a festive 
variation on a traditional cookie 
that everyone will love.

Ingredients:
                2/3 cup shortening

• 1/2 cup granulated sugar
• 1/2 cup packed brown 

sugar
• 1 egg
• 1 tsp. vanilla
• 1 1/2 cups all purpose 

flour
• 1/2 tsp. baking soda
• 1/2 tsp. salt
• 1 package (6 oz) semisweet chocolate chips
• 1/2 cup crushed peppermint candy

Instructions
1. Heat oven to 375.
2. In a small bowl, blend together flour, baking soda, and 

salt.
3. In a large bowl, thoroughly mix together shortening, 

sugars, egg, and vanilla.
4. Slowly stir flour mixture into shortening mixture. Blend 

thoroughly.
5. Mix in chocolate chips and peppermint candy.
6. On an ungreased cookie sheet, place rounded 

teaspoonfuls approximately 2! apart.
7. Bake 8 to 10 minutes, until lightly golden.
8. Allow cookies to cool for a few minutes before 

removing from cookie sheet.

The Words of A Honor Roll Student
By Gabrielle H. and Emily S.

! Congratulations to all the honor roll students! 
They have worked hard in school and have made it onto 
the school’s honor roll!  You can do it too!  How, you 
ask?  Well, Emily and Gabbi got an exclusive interview 
with Amy Lee, a 4.0 seventh grade honor roll student, to 
give you some tips!
! Amy’s advice is to be a hard worker.  She 
quotes one of her teachers, the awesome Mr. Carlson 
that,  “Intelligence is hard work.”  Amy feels that this is 
the key to success.  She says, “To succeed in school, 
and get a 4.0 GPA, you need to first work hard. I know 
it’s lame and everyone says it, but it means a lot. It’s 
very true”.  Amy speaks the truth! Honor Roll does not 
just grow legs and walk up to you. You have to work for 
it! “You need to push yourself and the more often you do 
it, the easier a 4.0 average becomes.” 

We are pretty sure that if you ask your 
teachers, “How can I make it onto honor roll?” he or she 
would tell you that hard work is definitely a must!  
Working hard in all that you do may not only get you 
onto the honor roll here at WMS, but also create 
opportunities for you later in life.
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Activities for December

• December 1st - Oct./Nov./Dec. birthday bash in 
room HE at lunchtime

• December 12th - 7th grade Clean Card (Ice 
Palace) 

• December 13th - 6th grade field trip (Arizona 
Memorial/Pearl Harbor) 

• December 14th - Domino’s Pizza Night 
(PTSO), Full day schedule, 8th grade clean card 
TBA

• December 15th - Last Day of the 2nd QTR, 
McTeachers Night (PTSO), Spirit Day (Red and 
Green day), Activity Day

• December 19- Jan. 2 - WINTER BREAK!!!!! 

• January 4 2012 - Return to school



                                

Fashion/Trend of the Month                        
By Monique N. and Mariah M.    

Do you know what this 
month’s fashion/trend 
is?  Here’s a hint: you 
see them everyday, 
and everyone loves 
them. If you guessed 
graphic tees and vans, 
you guessed right!  
You can find these 
everywhere from stores like Vans off the Wall to Hot 

Topic. These items seem to 
always be in style.  You can 
even get creative and add 
jewelry or your favorite 
accessories! What’s your 
favorite type of graphic tee? 
The choices are endless. Look 
in the next newsletter to see 
the new and latest fashion 
trends around campus!

Inkers of the Month
By Thorin J. and Tasha C.

! Decemberʼs Inkers of the month are Caitlyn M. 
and Madison S.!  To learn more about these two inkers, 
read on...
! Caitlyn is a 6th 
grader in Mrs. Leeʼs 
homeroom.  She joined 
Wheeler Ink because in the 
4th grade, her teacher said 
that she was a great writer.  
This inspired her to join 
Wheeler Ink since she will 
be able to display her 
writing skills.  Caitlyn is also 
a vital member of Wheeler 
Ink because she helps to 
make the newsletter and yearbook possible.  She 
delivers quality work, and meets deadlines.  Wheeler Ink 
inspires her to improve her writing and gives her ideas.  
Her absolute favorite part of being a member of Wheeler 
Ink is getting to put together the yearbook and meeting 
new people.
! Caitlyn describes herself as epic, funny, and 
nice.  Some of Caitlynʼs favorite hobbies include playing 
basketball whenever she can and writing.  Also, she 
loves to hang out with her BFFs and says that meeting 
them was one of the coolest things that has ever 
happened to her.  The most exciting time in her life was 
when she won second place in a drawing contest.  Out 
of the many happy memories of her past, Caitlynʼs 
favorite is her dad coming home for R&R and for good.  
She dreams of the day when she will get to go to college 
and become a veterinarian.
! Madison S. is a 6th grader in Mrs. Okemuraʼs 

homeroom.  She says she 
joined Wheeler Ink because 
it is a great way to express 
herself, and she loves to 
write poetry, and just loves to 
write in general.  Madison 
says that the reason she is a 
vital member of Wheeler Ink 
is because everyone there 
makes the group a whole, 

and without her there  there would be a gap in the group.  
Being in Wheeler Ink inspires Madison because it could 
lead her to future careers and opportunities.  Her favorite 
part of being in Wheeler Ink is that she is able to count 
on others to be there for her when she needs support.
! A few words to describe Madison would be 
poetic, fun, loving, quiet, and artistic.  For Madison, her 
favorite hobbies are writing poetry and reading books.  
One of the coolest things that she has ever experienced 
would have to be going to Disney World with her family.  
The most exciting thing is joining the awesome club 
Wheeler Ink.  Madisonʼs favorite memories comes from 
the years when her whole family would to to Florida to 
spend the summer.  Madison hopes that in the future 
she can become a successful writer because she loves 
to write and socialize with others.

Artist/Poet of the Month  
By: Caityln M. and Daesha W.

   
This month’s artist of the month is Madelyn W.!

!   

!
! Congratulations to Madelyn for being 
selected as the the artist of the month for 
December.  Her inspiration for this picture was the 
dazzling reds and golds of Christmas lights and 
decorations. “Everything is so beautiful on 
Christmas,” she commented. 
 We will not be publishing a January 
newsletter so please send in your pictures for 
February!  February is International Friendship 
month, and Valentine’s day.  So send in pictures/
poems relating to those topics and see if your work 
gets published!



Dear Mr. Spartan...

My dad is deployed and I’m really stressed out. Do 
you have any advice on coping skills?

-“Stressed Out Sally”

Dear “Stressed out Sally”,

I’m sorry you are so stressed out about your dad’s 
deployment. You could join the deployment support 
group with Mr. Justin. You can find him in his office 
by Mr. Bennett’s office or walking around the 
school. Here is a list of coping skills you can try out!        

1. Do a brand new thing.
2. Find support from others.
3. Ask someone to be your "vent-partner".
4. Work at being cheerful and optimistic.
5. Take a walk or jog around the neighborhood.
6. Relax, take each day at a time...you have the    
rest of your life to live!
7. Listen to peaceful music.
8. Spend time with an animal or pet.
9. Read a good book.
10. Surround yourself with a strong support system.
        

Dear Mr.Spartan...
       
My friends just had a fight, and they’re making me 
decide on who’s side I’m on.  What should I do?

- “Friendless Fran”

Dear “Friendless Fran”,

Try talking to your friends, and share with them  
how their fighting is affecting you.  Let them know 
that you will not be taking anyone’s side, and that 
you will continue to be friends with both of them. 
Although friends do not always get along all of the 
time, part of a solid friendship is working through 
problems in a respectful and caring manner.  True 
friendship will stand the test of time and will 
determine who your real friends are.

GLO of the Month

 Does everyone remember GLO of November?  Last 
month’s focus was GLO #1: Self-Directed Learner"hopefully 
by now you have picked up a few ideas about how to be in 
charge of your learning! Remember, as we get closer to 
Santa’s arrival, it never hurts to impress your teachers and 
parents by showing them how responsible you are for your 
learning and academic success.  
 The holiday season is a great time to celebrate the gift 
of giving, sharing, and helping those in need which makes 
December the perfect month to focus on GLO #2: Community 
Contributor.  The big idea behind GLO #2 is it is really 
important for humans to work together in all aspects of life.  

Are you a community contributor?  If you can answer 
“yes” to the following statements, you can consider yourself a 
strong representative of GLO #2. A person is a community 
contributor if they respect people’s feelings and ideas.  
Community contributors listen to others, considers other points 
of view, cooperates and helps groups to achieve goals, 
understands the value of teamwork, and makes responsible 
and ethical decisions at school and at home. 

This month we have a special story to illustrate what it  
means to be a community contributor. Eduard Lizabet, an 8th 
grader and Wheeler’s Student Council Vice President, is a 
person who has ideas and takes initiative.  During Wheeler’s 
Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive, he obtained permission to 
collect canned food in front of the Schofield Commissary.  
Eduard took his efforts a step further by going door-to-door to 
collect even more food for the Hawaii Food Bank and the 
Schofield YMCA. Eduard single-handedly gathered four boxes 
of food for Wheeler’s canned food drive and considering the 
fact that Wheeler collected twenty boxes of food, this is an 
astonishing accomplishment!  Thank-you Eduard for 
exemplifying what it means to be a community contributor!  

      ~This story was shared with
      Wheeler Ink. by Mrs. Morimoto~  



Featured Teacher of the Month
By: Ashley D. and Polina K.

     
     Congratulations to Mr. Hightower for being 
this month’s 
FEATURED 
TEACHER OF 
THE MONTH!
     Mr. Hightower 
is an 8th grade 
American History 
teacher, and has 
been a teacher 
at WMS for 3 
years. His favorite 
subject is the U.S Constitution. Mr. Hightower 
went to high school in Atlanta, Georgia and 
graduated from Columbia University with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science. He also 
has a Master’s degree in Education from the 
University of Hawaii. 
     Mr. Hightower’s dad taught him that by 
setting goals, and working relentlessly, that he 
can accomplish anything. He says “I’m here to 
pass that inspiration on to each of my 
students.” That’s one of the reasons why Mr. 
Hightower chose to become a teacher.
 Mr. Hightower is a pretty accomplished 
man.  Besides being a teacher, he has been a 
mortgage broker, insurance agent, an 
entrepreneur, and film producer.  He once 
produced three motion picture films, and has 
worked with many celebrities like P. Diddy, 
Keyshia Cole, and Nia Long.  If he weren’t 
currently a teacher, he says he would probably 
be working in the legal field or in politics.
     In his free time, Mr. Hightower enjoys 
traveling, bowling, and singing karaoke. Mr. 
Hightower is quite the traveler and has been to 
many awesome places like Australia, Italy, 
France, Belgium, Switzerland, Barbedos, 
Jamaica, the Cayman Islands, Haiti, Mexico, 
and many other U.S states. But from all of the 
places he has traveled, he says his favorite 
was Sacramento, California. One of the many 
reasons he likes it there is because of the 
grilled veggies!
    Mr. Hightower has a son who just moved to 
Hawaii this year, and is a freshman at Mililani 
High. He is in a marching band and plays 
baseball and basketball. 
     Once again we’d like to congratulate Mr. 
Hightower!

Facebook Security Tips:

How secure is your facebook account?  Think about the 
amount of information you have on your facebook 
account.  Is your name on facebook? Your address? 
Even your phone number?  To keep your information 
secure here are some basic security tips.  
!
1.  Change your password often.  If you suspect your 

facebook account has been hacked or that someone 
maybe trying to access your facebook account then 
change your password.  As an added measure of 
security your password should be a combination of 
numbers, letters and caps. Your password should also 
be hard to guess. The name of your dog is not a 
secure password.

2.  Be wary of giving apps on facebook access to your 
information.  One of the most popular things to do on 
facebook is to play games.  But be aware that some 
apps including games gain access to your personal 
information.  Do a little research first by googling the 
name of the app to make sure it is a reputable 
application.  

3.  Periodically check your active sessions log, in the 
security section of your account settings.  To access 
this menu click on your account settings, select 
security and look for active sessions.  This should 
show you the location from which your facebook 
account is being accessed. If you donʼt recognize a 
location or see a location in a foreign country you 
should end that active session and change your 
password for added security.

4.  Lastly treat facebook like its forever.  If you arenʼt 
willing to share the information you post on facebook 
with everyone, then you probably shouldnʼt post that 
information to facebook.  There are many horror 
stories where posts and pictures that were meant to 
be private were mistakenly made public.  So a good 
rule of thumb is that if you donʼt want everyone 
reading that thought or seeing that picture then you 
probably shouldnʼt post it to facebook.  


