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Dear 6th Graders,

 The 7th graders want to give you some advice about 
what you can expect next school year.  We hate to break it to 
you, but as a 7th grader you will need to study more than you 
ever have before.  Just like being in the 6th grade, your 
teachers will expect you to always have your school supplies 
and to be prepared - no excuses :)  
 Every test is important so make sure you study really 
hard and always try your best. You are only getting older so 
being late to class is not going to be okay - your teachers know 
that you can make it on time.  It is always a great idea to do a 
little bit more than is asked with your academics because a 
little extra effort goes a long way! 
 Your teachers will be funny but will also be very 
strict too; try not to get your teachers upset or angry because it 
will only make your day harder. You won’t have perfect days 
100% of the time so if you run into drama with your friends or 
problems with your teachers, remember to communicate.  
Calmly expressing your feelings is the best way to attempt 
solving your problems. 
 Your 7th grade year will be challenging but 
remember that there are so many people at WMS that will be 
there to help you along the way. Good luck future 7th graders! 

Best Wishes,
Emily Soto-Garcia and 7th Grade Students

Schedule of Events

May 1-! ! National Junior Honor Society Induction 
! ! Ceremony

May 2-! ! AVID Induction Night

May 7-11-! Teacher Appreciation Week

May 10-! Fine Arts Showcase 5-7 pm

May 16 (Wed)-! School ends at 2:30 pm!

May 18 (Fri)- ! Spartan Fair- School ends at 12:15 pm

May 22-! 8th grade banquet @ Pacific Beach 
! ! Hotel

May 23 (Wed)-! School ends at 2:30 pm

May 24 (Thur)- !LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!  School ends 
! ! at 12:15 pm

Teacher of the Month
By Elisabeth Shirk

C o n g r a t s 
to Mr. Tabor for 
being May’s Teacher 
of the Month!  Mr. 
Tabor was born in 
Seattle and lived 
there until he was 
eight years old.  He 
and his family then 
moved to Nor th 
Carolina.  Mr. Tabor 
has a pet  dog, and he has  
two older sisters; one lives in Seattle, and the other lives 
in DC.  Did you know that  Mr. Tabor’s dad was 
originally from Hawaii?  That’s pretty cool!  

Mr. Tabor graduated from the University of 
North Carolina with a degree in international studies and  
history.  Mr. Tabor is an 8th grade math and social 
studies teacher. He has been teaching at Wheeler for two 
years, and is looking forward to another year of teaching 
at  Wheeler next  year.  Mr. Tabor likes to teach math 
because that  is where he gets to see his students achieve 
what they thought they couldn’t do. He once taught 7th 
grade for a summer in Atlanta. If he could teach any 
other grade he said he would teach 9th grade, because he 
would get  to see his 8th graders to have a great  start  in 
high school.

One of the things that  he is going to miss 
most about his 8th graders is how funny they are. His 
fondest memories of his current 8th graders is the time 
he gets to spend with them in homeroom. His advice for 
his future 8th graders is: “To work hard, and never give 
up on yourself. YOU CAN DO IT!”  His favorite singer 
is Eddie Vedder from Pearl Jam because of the passion 
he sings in his songs. If he could move anywhere in the 
world, he would move to London because it is a very 
international city, and it sounds like fun. 

Mr. Tabor loves the island because it  is a very 
incredible place. His favorite place on the island is 
Lanikai, because it’s very peaceful there, and it’s also 
very beautiful. If he could be any animal he would want 
to be an eagle. He would be an eagle because then he 
could fly, and they are majestic, and ferocious, and 
mighty animals.



ASACS

 With school coming to a close in May, ASACS would 
like to extend praise to the parents of Wheeler Middle School 
(WMS) for all their hard work in supporting their children to 
be focused on their academics and social development.  Your 
hard work and commitment to our adolescents will only 
prosper and support the future generations.  Please take a 
moment to read the following information regarding 
alcoholism and its effect on the family.

 Research indicates that more than 28 million 
Americans are a child of an alcoholic and nearly 11 million 
under the age of 18.  How can alcoholism be defined?  An 
alcoholic can be simply defined as problem drinking that is 
affecting a daily life function such as work, school,  or home 
duties.  The children who have lived with an alcoholic are in 
greater risk to develop an emotional problem than children 
whose parents are not alcoholics and alcoholism tends to run 
in families.  Children of alcoholics are four times more likely 
than other children to become an alcoholic themselves.  
Alcoholism often leaves a huge toll on the family including a 
loss of family stability, unity, and security.  Children may face 
shame, guilt, confusion, anger, anxiety, or depression.  Even 
though the burden may be great, there is hope and support in 
our community that can be of help to resolve the problem and 
support the adolescent.  If you have more questions about how 
to get help for your adolescent or teen, you may contact your 
ASACS Counselor, Justin Fienhold at 622-6525 or 655-9944.  
ASACS provides free, confidential, and voluntary services for 
military dependents from 6th to 12th grade.    

Resources

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention 

Painting Across the Pages
By Madison Sunsdahl

A writer is an artist
That paints across a page
That tells how they feel
In their own unique way

With each word carries a story never told
That holds meaning to the unknown

A writer can create life within written dreams
Can make mere fantasies,

More than they seem
A writer writes with feeling,

To reveal the truth
A writer has to open up their heart,

And let the light shine through.

This poem was inspired by my amazing year in Wheeler Ink 
and what it is like to be a passionate writer!

Looking Back at our 6th Grade Year
By: Jasmine Hayes

As I thought about all of the memories I made 
during my 6th grade year, I realized that the journey was a 
roller coaster of emotions.  Read on to hear what a few of my 
6th grade classmates had to share...

“The beginning of the school year was exciting!” - Ashley, 
Beyonce & Daesha   

“We were so scared and intimidated to be the youngest kids on 
campus.” - Gabby & Mya

“The year has gone by so fast! I can’t wait for school to be 
over!” - Mya 

  Our school year is coming to a close and I guess 
everything went better than we all thought it would.  We went 
from being scared and excited to just wanting summer to 
arrive.  I hope that our 7th grade year will be filled with just as 
many memories, friendship and fun.  

Spartan Fair is Right Around the Corner...

WHO:  All WMS students

WHAT:  Spartan Fair

WHEN:  Friday, May 18th (modified schedule:  
     school ends at 12:15 pm)

WHERE:  Wheeler Middle School

WHY:  Enjoy a day of fun games, delicious food 
  and cool prizes.  Start saving your money to 
  buy scrips which will be used to play games 
  and purchase food!

Scrip Presales

Wednesday, May 16th and Thursday, May 17th-
Recess and Lunch

Friday, May 18th- 
Before school, and during Spartan Fair

$0.25 per scrip



Yearbooks

The yearbooks will be here soon!  If you haven’t already 
preordered a yearbook, you can purchase one for $28.00 (cash 
only) while supplies last!  Keep an eye out for the 
announcement on the morning bulletin and be the first in line to 
get your very own 2012 WMS yearbook!

Spartan Sports

Congratulations to all of the student-athletes for a successful 
2011-2012 sports year.   Everyone displayed exceptional 
sportsmanship, character and competed at a high level.  
Special recognition goes out to the undefeated 8th grade boys 
volleyball team, undefeated 8th grade boys basketball team 
and the track team for winning their meets. Also, a big mahalo 
goes out to all of the parents, Wheeler staff, and especially the 
coaches for putting in extra time after school and on the 
weekends.  GO SPARTANS!

Come 
out and 
support 
our last 

soccer game/sporting event of  the 
school year!!  

Wheeler Middle
Saturday, April 28th

Girls- 8:30 am
Boys- 9:30 am
Bring your lawn 

chairs, and enjoy some 
great soccer!

Inkers of the Month
By Destiny Williams and Wheeler Ink Staff

 Congrats to Thorin Jean, Ashley Douds, Jasmine 
Hayes and Daesha Webb for being 
this month’s Inkers of the Month! 
 Thorin is in Ms. Lin and 
Ms. Leach’s class.   Did you know 
that Thorin is a straight A student? 
She may only be in sixth grade, 
but she is already learning college 
algebra! She bel ieves that 
volunteering and helping others is 
very important.  She is a Girl Scout, and loves doing 
community project activities with her troop.  She has a passion 
for reading and writing,  and also enjoys running track.   If 
you’re looking for Thorin, you can always find her hanging 
out with her friends in IA at recess and lunch. Thorin loves the 
beautiful surroundings of the island, and enjoys the delicious 
shave ice. Can you guess what her favorite flavor is?

 Ashley Douds is a 6th grade student 
in Mrs. Okemura’s homeroom.  Ashley 
loves social studies because she is 
fascinated to learn about ancient 
civilizations.  When she is not doing 
her homework, she enjoys spending 
time with her family and friends, 
drawing, running, boogie boarding and 
watching movies.  Ashley joined 
Wheeler Ink. because she had a great 
experience as a 5th grader designing a 

classroom yearbook.  She and her friends thought it would be 
fun to help create a school yearbook and be in charge of 
creating the monthly newsletter.  Ashley is very creative, 
artistic, athletic and intelligent.  Ashley loves to recall her 
proudest moment when she won 2nd place in a one-mile race 
when she was eight years old.   Her most prized possession is a 
charm bracelet from Ireland that her father got for her when he 
was coming home from Afghanistan.  Ashley dreams about 
going to college and would like to become a doctor.  

Jasmine Hayes is also a 
6th grade student in Mr. Yap’s 
homeroom.  Her favorite subjects are 
industrial arts, science, and social 
studies.  Jasmine loves to spend time 
with her family, play video games, 
watch movies/TV, and play outside 
on days she does not have a lot of 
homework . Jasmine’s joy of writing 
compelled her to join Wheeler Ink. Jasmine considers her dog 
Rocco her most prized possession.  Jasmine thinks of herself 
as funny and crazy and dreams about going to study law at 
Harvard.  

! Daesha Webb is a 6th grade student 
i n M r.  A l s b e rg a s ’ h o m e r o o m .  
Language arts is Daesha’s favorite 
subject in school.  Daesha spends her 
free time drawing and writing.  These 
creative qualities inspired her to join 
Wheeler Ink. where she was interested 
in how to make a yearbook.  Daesha 
describes herself as a funny, happy, 
crazy, and easy-going girl who is 

extremely proud of her excellent grades.  Daesha claims that 
she could not live without her phone because it is her link to 
her friends and family.   Daesha wants to go to college to 
become a veterinarian.    

Fine Arts Showcase

The Fine Arts Showcase will be on Thursday, May 10th from 
5-7 pm.  Come and watch the always entertaining fashion 
show, listen to some beautiful band music, and see all the cool 
projects and displays created by WMS students.  As always, 
it’s sure to be a good time!



Parents’ Wishes
By Ashley Douds

 Often times when parents start talking and lecturing 
you about what you should and shouldn’t do, a strange 
phenomena occurs...your eyes start to roll, your sense of 
hearing unexpectedly disappears, and you have a blank look 
on your face.  Sound familiar?   It’s happened to many your 
age!  Well,  there is hope for those that suffer from this 
phenomena.  Try keeping an open mind, and listen to what 
parents have to say.  Surprisingly it can be worthwhile, and 
also help you in the future.  Here are some wishes that parents 
have for their child as they enter high school...

I hope my daughter grows up happy and content.  I think it’s 
important for her to choose friends with good character.  I 
want her to get a good job, which means she needs to get good 
grades, and to stay away from drugs and be healthy.
    - Jeff Douds

My dream/wish I have for my daughter is to be happy and 
successful in life.  I talk to my daughter about the importance 
of right choices and to prepare herself as much as she can for 
college.
! ! ! ! -Mrs. Okemura

My hope for my sons is that they go to college, which will 
prepare them for the future.  I hope that they get a job in which 
they can support a family, and be contributing and productive 
members of society.
    -Mrs. Smith

As my son journeys through high school, I hope that he takes 
advantage of all the opportunities that are available to him.  I 
want him to explore all of his interest, and develop skills 
necessary to be successful in high school and beyond.  I just 
want him to be happy.
    -Mrs. Chang

As my daughter goes through high school, I want her to enjoy 
this time in her life, and and just have fun.  Although she may 
not realize it now, these few years are the times when lifetime 
friends and memories are created, and I want her to live them 
to the fullest.  I want her to be involved in many activities, 
clubs and sports , and also have a diverse group of friends.  
Throughout high school, I hope that she develops the skills 
that will take her through high school, but also beyond to 
become a productive member of society.

- Mrs. Vierra-Chun

I would like my daughters to pursue something that makes 
them happy, because I  think anything is possible if they put in 
the effort.
    - Mrs. Fukunaga

National Junior Honor Society

 On February 1, 2012, the 
National Association of Secondary 
School Principals (NASSP) officially 
granted Wheeler Middle School an 
official National Junior Honor Society 
charter.
 In 1929, the NASSP officially 
started a middle school honor society, 
which built upon the success of the 
National Honor Society that was 
established eight years earlier. The 
Wheeler Middle School chapter follows 
the National Junior Honor Society 
Constitution by “creating enthusiasm for scholarship, 
stimulating a desire to render service, promoting 
leadership, developing character and encouraging 
citizenship.”   
 In order to become a member of the Wheeler 
Middle School chapter, a student  must maintain a 3.50 
GPA with no Cs, Ds, or Fs, receive no suspensions, and 
demonstrate scholarship, service, leadership, citizenship 
and character.  In the future, the society will conduct 
service projects within our school and community. The 
Faculty Council and Wheeler Middle School faculty 
looks forward to inducting their inaugural class this May.
 If you have any questions about our Wheeler 
chapter of NJHS, please contact Mr. Walje at 622-6525.

 School’s out for the SUMMER … soon :) 
By Daesha Webb

For many students summer is the best time of the 
year! It’s a time when kids can relax, have fun and not stress 
about school work. Another great thing about summer is that 
families have more time to spend together.  Living in paradise 
makes celebrating the summer months even more exciting.  

Here are some activities you can do with your 
family in Hawaii: splash around at the Wet N’ Wild Hawaiian 
Adventure Park, visit the Polynesian Cultural Center, view the 
newly renovated Pearl Harbor Memorial and museum, take a 
trip to the Bishop Museum, or go for a staycation at the Turtle 
Bay Resort on the North Shore or at the new Disney Aulani 
Resort in Ko’olina.

Remember, there are also many fun things you can 
do at your house.  You can play outside with your friends, host 
a sleepover, watch movies, and make a scrapbook of your 
favorite memories of the school year. With so much to do, 
your summer should be packed with lots of fun and 
memories...enjoy it while it lasts!


